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Concrete Decor - The Continuing Evolution

Concrate mantets, Concrete foorng. Concrete countertops. Over tha kst
Clecacie o &0, thess wonds hane assumed a prominant place in the kexicon

of interior designers and architects. The demand for concrete as an interor
design glement has seen remarkable growth, Precast manuiacthurers and
arhaind akide ang andwaning the call, craating new and innovetive incamations
of popular homa decor items. The boundaries of technology, sesthetics,

and evan our pancaption ol concrota are baing pushed in dimctions never
Sian bafore. The rough and baavy industrial assthetic, promated by staunch
urbanists and lofi-cwellars has given way 1o warmer colour palethes, mone
debcate foms and softer tesdunas,

Like wood or stone, concreta has an intangible *natural fesl.’ But more so
irsan olher materials, concrele offers endliess possihilties for formal expression
and colowr range. Advances in concrate forming and mix technology have
alicwed for greater control over surface textune, which may range Fom coarss
exposed aggregale 1o surprisngly smooth surlaces reminiscant of soapstonea,
Further, the wse of post-industral recyclad by-products such as fiy ash from
the coal burning industry, has not only made concrete “greanar,” but it has
also improsed #s strangth, durability and ease of usa.

Long a testung 0 custom homes, concrete decor has begun to make its
wary inba 1he intadors of lBrge-scale resdential deselopments, often in the
form of precast fireplace surmounds and tiles, On these langer proecis wihan
cost-allectivenass, conssstency and value ar pimasy concams, tha benafits
al concrale ara chearly fell. Casl concmede also lends an organic fesl to
professicnally designed interors, complemeanting other natural matesals and
creabng a much soughl-after sense of assthetic timelassness.

Concrete's potential as an infarior finish B onfy beginning to be realized, With
5 wade INCusTnal uss, proven Mestory and cesign Maxbisty, thene is no reeson
1o doubd that cast concrate wall find a permanant place in the homes of today
and tha designs of fomormow.
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