FLOORING

New Dimensions in Concrete Flooring.

ASKE ANY DESIGMER, and they'll tell you that selecting fodr

finishes s a challenging task. The range of material, colowr and
pattern &8 broad and the impact on the overall feel of a space is
high. And the considerations go far beyond the aesthetic -

i asinghy eco-savvy conswmer market, we are also faced with

in an

m—=thinig diich a5 What flosring makes bor a healthier home? Is
the manufacture and wee of a particular material responsible and
sustamanle? Wihar 15 best lod |llrl!,: term maintenance and durabil-
it And 20 on

Dwver the past iwenly years, concrele has emenged ds a popular
and potentially “green” aption in the hard surface market.
Although [t has been long appreciated for its structural qualities,
i b only recently that concrete’s aesthetic potential has been fully
cxplored, With the rise of loft conversions and industrial chic in
the eighties, bare concrete gained acceplance as a bona fide fin
:-'!'.n_'n_l floar = g COVETINGS |I.'I.||||||.'!.I. Muoare I{\.'L"J”':-'. l.‘h."'-ln_é.lll.‘ﬁ e
taken thas |||'-|-L'||:||:-:'-|:|'\. |l:||!|||r|t'_ material into the realm of fine fin
iching with arthul applications of colour, pattern, and texture

Few cdhier materials can muich concreles combination of fune
tional and assthetic versatilitv, 1t can be starmiped, cast in cialomir,
trowelled smooth, polished, stained, etched, scored, sandblasted
and ground down, The hnished look can run the gamut from
rustic to refined, CUUNITY COtlnge ko urban mimimalist
Additonally, innovations in concrete technology have created
formulatoons that can be cast thinly and applied over a variety of
structures, including wood frame and plywood, making the range
of suitable applications practically limitless.

Less well known but increasingly popular, precast concrete file
is bhreaking new ground in concrete decor. As the name suggests,

crele tile is produced in thin moedular slabs, in formats similor

to ceramic, porcelain or natural stone, Unlike poured-in-place

concrete, the tiles are cast and cured in comtrol|ed |:|.1nl.|f.utl.|r:||1:.'
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ENVITUNIMENLS < 0 Process thal eliminates Uie variables, and ther:
fore the risks of a site-cast floor. Precasting allows for predictable
coloar, finish and installation and the benefits do not end there

Precast concrete tiles can be formed intoe an infinite varicty of
shapes, allowing for unique and uncomemonly large tile formats
and relatively easy cuslomization Tikes can also be combined
with other precast concrele elements such a2 stair treads, moald
ings and copings — a real boon for designers trying o achieve a
seamless Now af matertals throughout a space. Larger, panel-sized
tiles can even be carried from the floor onto vertical surfaces to
create spectacular feature walls

When it comes to 4_|-_|r.1h.|i1':.',_ concrele has o I""E and proven
track record. The high performance mixes used in concrete tile
can have up to ten times the strength and density of a typical
sidewalke This makes for o floos that, in most residential applica-
tiomns, can last o lifetime, High performance concrete i also nan
rally UV stable, rot-prood and Treeze-thaw resistant, which makes
ik |'u_-r‘_'|_'|_'l_ lor -.'-|_|I|_|.|-.'-r s .'I!"Illl'\..ll.:llrl":.

The material properties of concrete tile may also comribute to
a healitw and comfortable living environment: cured concrete has
ni harmiful emissions, off-gassing only water in its curing phase.
It n'-.|||ir-,'-\. VT lietbe miammtenanee and as a 5;‘::ur..| Fiile requires
only mild cleanters tusjric al coatings and wikes are nol neces
sary. When combined with in-floor heating, concrete tile adds
significantly to the thermal mass of & floor, contributing t o
more efficient and comiortable heating suriace

O the question of sustainability, however, concrete tile has a
somewhal checkered repufslic. Om ome hand, it is made from
readily available, natural, and often local materials. Concrete tile
also has a considerable functional and assthetic lifespan. On the
dowmn side, the elg scluctiom al cerment i ke |:|l:r|.'|.|.|-.'|1' |1 S

Cfele — CONEWImes ROrmaus amounte |||-q'l1: TRV and contribapas

Rreawily bo preen house gas emissbons. But signifi
cant strides ore being taken to replace the Cement
in conerete with recycled post-industrial byprod
wcts such as I':'. ash "I"I':' i silica fure. This ried
only decredses the embodied energy and emissions
of concrete prodhuction bui also has been shawn
increase e '|-=|:'|-.':||.|||.L' of the tinished producy
[t Tike sen pamy other products in e building
imelustey, Bhe sustaimability of comorete tike s as
maich aboul the appropriafencss of its applicatio
& |t is about the material is€f, For a high - roff
ared, i concrele tile loor might be a moch more .
sustalnable cholce than FSC certiflied wood floar-
i o mafural fibre broadloom

For many designers. the chief reason (o e con
orete ke i esthetic. Comaorefe Hie comblnes same
of the besl gualitdes of other fowring opiions 1§ s
the organic 1eed ol natural storve and wossd anad the
widg selection of cilours and akecs officred in
sarcelain or ceramic, Tt has the Installation lexibil
ity ol a tile with the customdztion pedentdal of
millwork. Concrete Lile alss evokes o solidivy s«
o fowinad i modern building materials — it |5,
wfter all. made of eoncrete,

Khii Foo i founder and creative director of Solin
Mheaar i, i Viicosver- e muanfaciurer of
concrete decor prodiecte. Emiail for frirther infor-
natirn fil concred m@selusdecorooi.



